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World evangdism - Why?How? Who?These are the questionswe are concerned with during Urbana
70. Aswe seek solutions we will naturally belooking at theworld aroundusand at thefuture tha lies
ahead. For unless we can undestand theworld we live in, we will bein a poorpostionto talk about
evangdizing tha world. By the same token, unless we can undestand wha produced theword we live
in - that is, where we came from and why we stand at this particular jundure in history - we can
scarcely hopeto undestand our present age

| am well aware tha it isin voguetoday to call thisthe Now Generation. We are intensely conaerned
with the here and now. We want to bewhere theactionistoday, not where it was yesterday, nor where
it will betomorrow. Y esterday is goneforever, and who knows if tomorrow will ever come? So | can
live only in and for today. From onestandpont, thisis a noble aspiration. However, prope focusonthe
present requires a prope focuson the past from which we have come and on thefuture to which we are
heading. A man is notonly log when hedoes notknow where heis going; heis also los when hedoes
not know where hehas come from.

Thevery mention of theword history may already have caused some of usto turn off our hearing aids
Perhgpswe consde history as either aprison to chain usto thepast or anirrelevant factor to be
ignored. To besure, history can serve as a prison binding usto traditionswhich may hinde our own
creative growth. But let usnotforget that history may also be a pedestal on which we may stand and
laund out to new horizons We can stand on the shoulders of our forebears and view more distant
horizonswith greater clarity. But if we choo% to ignore the past, we lose the bendit of all tha history
can teach us Andwe dowell to recall thewise dictum, He who refuses to learn from history is
condemned to repest it. So we will attempt now to set in historical focusthe present student generation
anditsrelationship to world evangdism.

Where do we stand as students at Urbana 70in relationship to God'splansfor world evangdism?

Dr. Clarence Shedd of Y ale University, in his definitive work entitled Two Centuries of Student
Christian Movements, makes thefollowing statement:

In all agesthe great creative religious ideas have been the achievement of the intellectual and spiritual insight of
young men ... In literature, the arts, the sciences, many of the most revolutionary ideas have been worked out by
young men under thirty and frequently by youth between 18 and 25 ... Since Jesus' time numberless bands of
Christian youth have turned the world upside down and thus led mankind forward in its struggle for freedom, and
deeper religious experience. The universities have always been breeding places for such groups.

(It isinteresting to note tha this was written in 1943 and notin 197Q as mightbe assumed.)

Theuniversity aswe know it today did not exist during the early centuries of Christianity, nor durng
the so-called Dark Ages. Therefore, during tha period there was no exact paralel to the students of
today. However, it is significant that the only truemissionay work which was carried out during the
Dark Ageswas led by the monksof the monastic movement. The monesteries of theday were
academic aswell as cultural andreligiouscenters. It is, therefore, reasonable to say they represent the
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academic community of theday. And it was from this academic community tha thegosd was spread
to the pagan landssurroundng the civilized nations of the Roman and po4-Roman Empires.

For example, Martin of Tours of thefourth century, paron saint of France and the monk for whom
Martin Luther was named, has been described as "atrue evangdist, whotraveled far and wide,
combdating paganism at every step, and bringing the gogd to bear onthelife of thecounty folksin
regionsin which previoudy it had been limited to thecities.”

Or consde Columba, thegreat Irish monkwholived A.D. 521to 597.He foundel a monastery onthe
isdand of lonatha became a center for the evangdization of Scotland. Indeed, it has been said by
competent church historiansthat "monkswere themissionaies of the medieval church. They went out
as fearless soldiers of the Cross to foundnew monasteries, and these became centers from which whole
tribes were won to Chrigtianity."

Thus, even in themedieval period it was the academic community tha led theway in the
evangdization of the pagan world.

When we moveinto the period of the Renassance and the Reformation, theuniversity had aready
developdal into a significant factor of life. Asamatter of fact, thefirst universitiesin Europeactudly
grew out of themonasteries. In tracing the history of the mode'n missonay movement, itis
remarkable that students have played adecisive role in mog, if notall, of thegreatest forward
movements of the church in world evangdism. It has often been throughthar vision and energy tha
the church has been propdled into renewed efforts of outreach.

Thus in our attempt to place this present student generation in historical focus it iswell to seetherich
heritage left to usby former generationsof students.

Probably the earliest traceable ingance in which students had a part in promoting world outreach is
foundin Germany in the early seventeenth century. A groupof seven younglaw studentsin L Ybek
committed themselves to carry thegogd overseas. At least three of them sailed for Africa. Only the
name of Peter Heiling has survived today. He went to Abyssiniain 1634 During some twenty years
there hetrandated theBible into the Amharic language and later died a martyr. No successors carried
on hiswork, butthetrandation of the Scriptures was a significant contribution which unquestionably
left results.

Thename of CountNicolausLudwig von Zinzendorf (1700-1760)standshigh in theannds of
missionay history as aleader of thegreat Moravian movement, oneof thefirst, mog effective and
mog enduting of missionay enterprises. Between the ages of ten and sixteen he studied in the pietistic
Paedagogium in Halle, Germany, and persondly knew both Spener and Francke, thefoundes of
Pietism. While in this school heand five other young students formed The Order of the Grain of
Mudard Seed, a spiritud secret sodety. They declared for themselves four purposes. to witness to the
power of Jesus Christ, to draw togehe othe Christiansin fellowship regardless of ecclesiastical
connection, to hdp those suffering for ther faith and to carry thegogd of Christ to theheathen
beyondthe seas. Thus it was as a student that Zinzendorf took hisfirst stepstoward aworld outreach.
By 1732,Zinzendorf's burden for sharing thegogd had become so great tha he became oneof the
leadersin foundng Moravian missions Ther first two missionaies sailed for theWest Indiesin
Augusg, 1732.
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Thus themodean worldwide missonay movement (which traces part of itsroats to the Moravians of
1732)was actudly bom in the hearts of agroup of students at Halle who joined together to pray and
work for world evangdism.

During this same period, God was at work in the hearts of two brothersin England - Johnand Charles
Wedley. While Johnis known primarily as an evangdist and theologian and Charles as a hymn writer,
they both began their remarkable careers as overseas missionaies. In 1735 they sailed to the colony of
Georgiawith General Ogletharpewith the specific purpos of evangdizing the Indans But where had
they received this vison?While they were students at Oxford University, they had banded together
with like-minded studentsin afellowship of.prayer and Bible study. This groupwas dubbel by thar
contemporaries asthe"Holy Club" and later, because of their methodical approach to life, the
"Methodists." It was throughthis grouptha the Wesley brothers began to see thar responsbility to
share ther faith with thoee who did nat know Christ.

No summary of the movement of God among students in England woud be complete withoutreference
to Charles Simeon. As afellow of King'sCollege, Cambridge his remarkable ministry spanned fifty-
fouryears (17821836) Thelnter-Varsity Fellowship of England (from which IV CF in the United
States and Canadagrew) traces its originsdirectly to the great work doneby Simeon at Cambridge Out
of thesmall groupsfor Bible study and prayer which Simeon led came some of thegreat |eaders of the
church during the ningteenth century.

When David Livinggonevisited Cambridgein 1857 on oneof hisreturnsfrom Africa, studentsin
these groupsthat had been foundel by Simeon were moved to form the Cambridge University Church
Missionay Union to encourage a more active missionay spirit on tha campus

In 1882the American evangdist D. L. Moodyvisited Cambridge While his ministry caused a great
impact in terms of evangdism, historian J. C. Pollock points outthat "it was in theincrease of
missionay zeal tha theimpetusgiven by Moodywas the mos marked ... Many of Moody'sconverts
were soonsensgngacall to theforeignfield.”

Oneindication of thiswas tha thefollowing year at Cambridgeseven of the outstanding student
leaders applied to the Chinalnland Mission, recently foundel by J. Hudon Taylor. These youngmen
induded such leadersas C. T. Studd captain of the cricket team, and Stanley Smith, the stroke oar on
thevarsity crew. Following graduaion from Cambridgethe seven men decided to travel togdaher
throughoutthe British Isles for afew monthsto share with the churches and schools the burden for
world evangdism which God had given to them. By thetimethey sailed for Chinain February, 1885
thar brief tour had made such an abiding impact on the church of Britain tha in subsequent years
literally hundedsof youngpeople volunteered for overseas service.

On the North American continent the beginningsof overseas interest on thepart of the church can be
traced directly to students, and, in paticular, to one student, Samud J. Mills, Jr. (17831818) Before
his birth Samud J. Mills mother reportedly consecrated him to God for missionay service, a
remarkable fact when oneremembers tha in those days there was no such thingasamisson boad in
North America. Thechurch here appaently felt little or no obligationto evangdize beyondits own
immediate borders.

Convated at the age of seventeen during the Great Awakening, Mills enrolled in Williams Collegein
Massachusettsin 1806.Here it soon became his cusom to spend Wednesday and Saturday afternoons
in prayer with other students on the banks of theHoosack River, which flowed near the campus One
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Saturday afternoonin Augug, Mills and his companionswere caughtin athundestorm as they
returned from ther prayer meeting. They soughtrefugeunde ahaystack and spent ther time in prayer
asthey waited outthestorm. Thefocusof thar prayer tha day turned to the awakening of foreign
missionay interest amongthar fellow students. One historian says of them, "Bowed in prayer, these
first American student volunteers for foreign missionswilled tha God should have thear lives for
service wherever He needed them, and in that self-dedication really gave birth to thefirst student
missionay sodety in America."

Returning to the campus Mills and hisfriendsformed The Sodety of the Brethren, whos members
were boundtogeher by oath to pray for oneanother tha God would use them in spreading thegogd
to other pats of theworld. During thenext four years, several of the members went on to other schods,
where they formed new chapters of this sodety.

By 1810,these students had become so convinced that God wanted to send some of them overseas tha
they decided it was time to take stepsin that direction. In Juneof tha year, they went to theannud
assembly of the Congregaiond Churches of Massachusetts with a petition for action. It requested that
aforeign mission sodety beformed which would serve as the channd to send youngpeople oversess.
Thepditionwas origindly signed by six students, but not wishing to scare off thar elders with too
longalist, they eliminaed two names, leaving only four.

An interesting facet of this story is therapidity with which the church acted. The petition was presented
onJune28,181Q On June29, 1810,the assembly voted to form the American Board of
Commissiones for Foreign Missions- thefirst foreign missonay sodety in North America. By
February, 1812,less than two years later, ther first volunteers sailed for India. Amongthem was
Adoniram Judson, who later persuaded the Baptists to form their own sodety, which, in turn, became
the second mission boad in North America

Today it is popubr to criticize the church for failure to be sufficiently concerned with the soda and
physcal needsof people. However, anyonewho studies thelife of Samud J. Mills will beimpressed
with the breadth of his concerns For him there was no false dichotomy between "home" and "foreign”
missionsor between soda concern and evangdism. He saw theworld as awhole in need of Christ.

In additionto foundng the Sodety of the Brethren and beng ingrumental in thefounding of the first
foreign missonay sodety, Mills participaed in many other activities. He spent some of his summers
in New York'surban dums, in wha we call today the ghdtos ministeringto thesodal, physca and
spiritud needsof thepoor. While there he saw the needs of seamen who came into theport of New

Y ork from aroundtheworld. He saw the potential also of putting the Word of God into ther handsto
betaken to othe parts of theworld. So he hdped to foundthe Marine Bible Sodety, whose purpose
was to evangdize the seamen in New Y ork and then provide them with Bibles to be spread aroundthe
world.

In 1816,headso was afoundng member of the American Bible Sodety, agroupwhos influence on
world evangdism for a century and a hdf has been incalculable. He also hd ped to organize the Foreign
Mission School at Cornwall, Connecticut, whose purpose wasto train internaiond students from
overseas to return to ther counties to evangdize.

Mills was also impressed with the needs of the American Indians He made several tripsto the
Mississippi Valey and hdped to organize home missionsto these Indians
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While he desperately wanted to go overseas himself, hewas persuaded by othersto remain in the U.S.
to hdp foment missionay concern anongyoungpeople. Thecrowning glory of Mills work came
throughhis keen ingght

He saw the needsof Africa, acontinent asyet aimog totally unevangdized. Then helooked at oneof
theglaring soda ills of the United States at that time - davery. Thiswas an issuetha was not as yet
widdy discussed in theearly 1800s Millsfelt degply concerned to evangdize and liberate these daves.
Putting togeher his concern for Africa and his desire to hdp the daves, he conceived theidea of
liberating these daves and sending them back to Africato evangdize ther own people. In 1817 he
paticipaed in thefounding of the American Colonization Sodety, whose purpose was to evangdize,
liberate and repdriate daves from North Americato Africa

In November, 1817,Millswent to Africato survey landsin wha is now Liberiato find a suitable place
for thisrepariation program. In June 1818 while returning from Africa, hewastaken ill and died at
sea at theage of thirty-five. Less than twelve years had passed since this youngman had kndt unde a
haystack with his companionsnear Williams College Yet in tha short span, hewas ingrumenta in the
founding of the Sod ety of the Brethren, the American Board of Commissiones for Foreign Missions
and the Foreign MissionsSchool, worked amongthe povety-stricken in the ghgtosof New Y ork,
hdped form the Marine Bible Sodety, the American Bible Sodety, and home missionsto the Indians
of theMississippi Valley and findly gave hislifein theeffort to break the chansof davery and
combinethis with theevangdization of Africa. Not bad for alife span of thirty-five years!

During the next hadf-century, the Sodety of the Brethren expandead in itsinfluence throughou the
universities of the United States. Then, in 1851 anew sodety - the YMCA - cameto theU.S. from
England. Themaor emphasis of the YMCA was evangdistic, combined with efforts to meet thesodal
and physcal needsof youngmen. Within three years, there wasa Y MCA in nearly every mgjor city of
theUnited States. As early as 1856,Y MCAs were beginning to appear onthe campuses aswell. At this
time there was no movement working exclusvely amongthe university students of the United States.

In 1877,the YMCA formally organized its collegiate division. Luther Wishard was named full-time
secretary. He was the only such university worker in theworld at tha time. Wishad was a missonay
candidae, and he consdered his work onthe campuses to be not only evangdism and sodal welfare,
but aso awakening missionay interest among students. In fact, hewas so anxiousto go overseas
himself tha it was a major spiritud strugde for him when the YMCA asked him to remain in the
United States for an extended period of time to serve the students here. During hisfirst year as Y MCA
secretary, Wishard visited Williams College and kndt at the monunent onthe site of the Haystack
Prayer Meeting hdd in 1806to commit himself anew to God and to theworld outreach of his church,
saying, "l am willing to go anywhere at any time to do anything for Jesus"

Let meread from areport of tha Convention:

The Convention at Des Moines in 1920 was arevolt against older leadership. The ... students who gathered there
were not dominated by any great missionary purpose ... They rightly believed that selfishness and foolishness had
involved the world in terrible war and bloodshed and they expressed their intention to take control of Church and
State in an effort to bring about better conditions ... Many students were determined to work for reforms - either
with or without the help of God.

Reports of the conventionsfor thenext sixteen yearsindicate a veering away fromtheorigind
purposes of SVM and a natable absence of thewatchword. By 1936 at Indiangpolis, it was stated that
"theaudience was themissionfield rather than themissionay force.
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Dr. William Beahm, in adodoral dissertation written at the University of Chicago onthe history of the
SVM, states, "Thar emphasis shifted away from Bible study, evangdism, lifework decison and
foreign mission obligation on which the SVYM had origindly built. Indead they now emphasized new
issues such as race relations economic injugice and imperialism.” In view of this Dr. Beahm states that
"by 1940it had almog ceased to be a decisive factor either in student religiouslife or in the promotion
of themissionay program of thechurches."

In 1959the SVM merged with several other groups to form the Nationd Student Christian Federation.
This, in turn, merged in 1966with the Roman Catholic Newman Student Federation and othe'sto form
theUniversity Christian Movement. In 1969the UCM quietly voted itself outof existence. At thetime
of this action oneofficer of the UCM declared, "We made some significant compromises in affirming
our Christian identity. . . . We havefailed in bang self-conscioudy Christian,” and attributed part of
the demise of themovement to tha failure. Thus thefind vestiges of the greatest student missionay
movement in the history of the church were laid to rest, eighty-three years after the Spirit of God had
moved so unmistakably uponthe students at MountHermon.

Y et, God does notleave himself withou awitness. By the middle thirties with the great declinein
missionay interest, the Great Depression taking itstoll, war cloudsrising agan in Europeand the
liberal-fundamentalist controversy raging, the church was deeply discouraged. But onae again God
moved uponstudents who would not be deterred from fulfilling God'scall in spite of surroundng
circumstances.

In 1936,at Ben Lippen Bible Conference groundsin North Caroling agroupof students from Christian
schools aroundthe county shared their concern over thefact that the SVM seemed to have changdd its
origind purposes and that the church in general seemed to belogngits missonay interest. Dr. Robat
McQuilkin, founde of Columbia Bible College counsled them as they soughtGod'swill concerning
wha they should do. Findly, convinced tha they could not sit idly by and watch the church give upits
missionay outreach, they decided to act. Thefollowing week a ddegaion from Ben Lippen went to
Keswick, New Jersey, to share with asimilar conference of students there the burden God had given to
them. After careful conaultation with some SVM leaders, and fedling tha ther purposes were now
different, they decided to form anew organization.

Thus the Student Foreign MissionsFellowship was organized. In 1938,the SFMF was formally
incorporated unde student leadership, and chapters were formed throughoutthe county on college
campuses. Rapid growth was experienced, and once agan the church was awakened throughstudents
who refused to be daunted by the circumstances of their lives.

In 1939,IVCF cameto the United States from Canada It was soonevident that oneof its purmposes -
fomenting missionay interest anongstudents - overlapped directly with the purposes of SFMF. After
several years of prayer and conaultation both groupsfelt led of God to a merger, which was
consummated in November, 1945 with the SFMF becoming the Missionay Department of 1V CF.

In December, 1946 the newly merged SFMF and IV CF sponsred thar first internaiond missionay
convention, hdd notat Urbana butrather at the University of Toronto, unde thedirection of J. Christy
Wilson. There 575 students from across Canada and the United States gathered to consder God's
clams uponther lives. It was my privilegeto attend tha convention as astudent. And| can honestly
say tha it was oneof thefactors which God used in ultimately leading me to serve himin Latin
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America. In 1948,the convention was moved to the University of Illinois, where it has been hdd every
three years since tha time.

Following World War 2, there was a great upsurgeof missonay concern. Veteranswho had foughtin
the Pacific and European theatres of war returned to the campuses of the United States and Canada,
deeply desirousto go back and share the gogd with the people who so recently had been their enemies
and were now shatered in the aftermath of war. These veteranswere olde than the average student
today. They had seen theworld, life and death in away few students before or since have seen it. And
God used them to lead others into an undestanding of our obligationsto theworld. From many
campusesin thelate 1940sand early 1950s more students went overseas in missonay endeavor than
at any other comparable periodin history.

Then came the Silent Fifties. The previousfour decades had been incredible uphevals - World War 1,
the Roaing Twenties, the Great Depression of thethirties, World War 2 in theforties. Now it seemed
as thoughthe humen race was begging for a breather. This genera lull tookitstoll in missonay
interest aswell, and onae agan there was a decrease in the churches and among students.

Thenintheearly 1960sGod agan spoketo students, particularly at Columbia Bible College Student
leaders became concerned that there was a decrease in missionay interest and outreach. The SFMF of
theVVCF movement seemed to have stagnaed. But the activism so characteristic of studentsin the
sixtieswas aso at work amongmissionay-minded students. New life was poured into the SFMF. An
Inter-regiond Coordinaing Committee, entirely composed of and engineered by students, began to
work closly with thenaiond office of SFMF. Student leaders began to reach out to ther peerson
thar own campuses and beyondto hdp revitalize missonay concern elsewhere. As God had so often
donein the past, onae agan hewas laying his hand on students as his means of awakening others.

Yetin 1970we stand at a crossroadssimilar to that at which the student movement of 1920stood. At
tha time some said, "L et usforget evangdism, Bible study and foreign missions and concentrate on
thetrueissues of theday, such asracerelations econonic injudice and imperialism.” Theissues,
strangdy enough,have not changed very much. But our respon to those issues can deerminethe
course which the church of Jesus Christ will take for the next generation. If we do notlearn from
history, we are condanned to repest it. One of thegreat mistakes madein 1920and subsequent years
was a polarization of issues. It became an "either-or" situaion-either soaa concern or world
evangdism. Today we dare notignote thebumingissues of race relations econonic injudice and
imperialism. Precisely for tha reason we indudethese issuesin our program hee at Uibanawith
sessionson soda concern, racism and revolution. By the same token we dare notignae God'seternd
and undhanging commandsto his church to make the gogd of Jesus Christ, in al of itstotality,
available to al mankind. These commandswill also betreated this week.

To besure, missionsin the past have made mistakes. The church has been guilty of alack of sodd
concern. We mug confessto alonglist of failures. But in so daing, let usnotforget wha God has done
in apostive way throughstudents and missionay leaders throughthe ages.

One of themog encouraging sign'sof God'scontinued work amongstudentsis to see the continuity of
wha hebegan ageneration ago at Ben Lippen. The student charman of tha conference, Mr. Josgph
McCullough,istoday the Genera Director of the Andes Evangdical Missionin Boliviaand is seated
behind me tonight on the platform. Thefirst part-time student secretary of the SFMF, Dr. Wilbert
Norton, served in Africafor.many years andis now Professor of Missionsat Wheaton College
Graduae School of Theology. He, too, isonthe platform with us
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Thefirst full-time secretary of the SFMF, Dr. Kenneth Hood, is not with ustonightbecause heisin
CodaRicawhere he has served for twenty-five years with theLatin America Mission. His successor,
Mr. Neill Hawkins is notwith usbecause heisin Brazil asfield leader of theUnevangdized Fields
Mission, with whomhehas served since 1942 The next secretary, Mr. Peter Stain, served in Africaand
isnow the Home Director for Canadaof the Africalnland Mission. He iswith ustonight. His
successor, Dr. Herbert Andason, istoday the General Director of the Conservative Baptist Foreign
Mission Sodety andis also with ustonight Dr. Christy Wilson, first Missionay Director of IVCF
following themerger with SFMF and Director of the 1946convention at Toronto, isin Afghanistan
where hehas lived and worked for over twenty years. Dr. Norton Sterrett, Director of the 1948Urbana
Convention, now serving unde IFESin India, is also with us Mr. Wedey Gugafson, former
missionay to Chinaand Director of the 1951Urbana Convention, is now Personnd Secretary of the
Evangdical Free Church Board of Foreign Missions His successor, Mr. David Adeney, isin Singgore
directing the Discipleship Training Center. Mr. Eric Fife, who directed thelast three Urbana
Conventions istoday actively involved in Christian outreach in Floridawhere he moved for reasonsof
health.

Thus every former secretary of SFMF and Missionay Director of IVCF is fill active and exercisinga
postion of vital leadership in theworld outreach of the church of Jesus Christ.

So, when we are tempted to disparage the past and claim tha thefailures of the church and of missions
turn usoff, let usremember tha the sovereign God of history is still at work. Let usmake history a
pedestal and nota prison. Let usthank Godfor al that he has donein the past, and let usbe sure tha
we become a part of all tha hewantsto doin thefuture, for we know tha the kingdons of this world
shdl become the kingdons of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shdl reignforever and ever.

Youand | have theexciting possibility of becoming a pat of God'sprogram for world evangdism.
This can begin right now, in our student years and on our own campuses. Let usask him to make us
apat of tha great body of his people of whomthehymn writer speaks:

A noble army, men and boys, the matron and the maid

Around the Saviour's throne rejoice in robes of light arrayed.

They climbed the steep ascent of heaven, through peril, toil, and pain;
Oh God, to us may grace be given to follow in their train.
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